FARMING PROGRESSING FAVORABLY 


Soil moisture over the State on April 1 
was generally ample to excessive. Al- 
though frequent rains have interfered with 
land preparation, they have been benefi- 
cial in that adequate moisture reserves 
have been built up as we go into the spring 
season. Periods of cool weather occurred 
throughout the past month but no serious 
damage has resulted from frosts and freee 
zes, Warm open weather is now needed to 
permit preparation of seed beds and trans= 
planting of tobacco. 

Tobacco seed beds are in fair to good 
condition and the supply of plants is exe 
pected to be adequate to meet demands, 
Setting of plants has started in the border 
belt and should become quite active by the 
middle of April. 

Corn planting was underway in many 
areas of the State by April 1 and was make 
ing rapid progress in several eastern coune 
ties. 

Only a very small amount of cotton had 
been planted by the first-of April and most 
of this was in localities in the southeast- 
ern part of the State, 

Winter grains and pasture grasses are 
responding favorably to improved moisture 
conditions, but it must be remembered that 
these crops went into the winter in poor 
condition. Stands of wheat and oats are, 
in many cases, thin, and plants made only 
limited growth during the late fall and 
winter. Pasture lands, particularly in the 
Piedmont area, 
during the past fall and are not fully re- 
covered from the adverse affects of last 
year’s drought, 

A fairly good crop of peaches appears 
to: be in prospect. Some light damage to 
peaches possibly resuljted from freezing 
temperatures early in March but no serious 
losses are evident. 
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NEW PUBLICATION AVAILABLE 
FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION 


Beginning this year, NORTH CAR= 
OLINA AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, 
which heretofore has been published on 
an annual basis only, will be published 
quarterly. This change in scheduling of 
publications is designed with the idea of 
providing detailed agricultural statistics 
for North Carolina on a more nearly cur- 
rent basis than has been possible through 
the annual publication, 

The first quarterly issue for 1954 will 
be available for distribution on or before 
April 23. It will contain the most recent 
State and National data for 1952 and 1953 
crop and livestock production. Of par- 
ticular interest to North Carolina readers 
are new series of county inventory esti- 
mates of milk cows and swine on North 
Carolina farms. Numbers of milk cows, 
by counties, cover the period 1943 to 1953, 
inclusive. Swine population estimates are 
shown for the years 1938 to 1953. The 
publication will also contain the 1951 and 
1952 county estimates otf acreage, yield, 
production, price and value of eleven prin- 
cipal crops produced within the State. 

Your North Carolina Crop Reporting 
Service is glad to make this publication 
available freesof-charge to all interested 
parties but, for the sake of economy, it is 
necessary that general distribution be 
limited to those who request it. It may be 
obtained simply by writing to: Agricul- 
tural Statistician, P. O. Box 2779, Raleigh, 
Navi. 


N. C. FARM WAGE RATES 


Wage rates paid by North Carolina 
farmers on April 1, 1954 were generally 
unchanged from a year earlier, with per 

(Continued on page 7) 


BH. C. 1953 GROSS FARM INCOME FROM 
CHICKENS AND EGGS SETS RECORD 


AVERAGE PRICE FOR CHICKENS LOWER 


The 1953 gross farm income from eggs and 
chickens (including commercial broilers) 
for North Carolina totaled $108,000,000 == 
9 percent more than in 1952. Of the 1953 
total gross income, 53 percent was from 
eggs, 36 percent from commercial broilers 
and 11 percent from farm chickens, come 
pared with 52 percent from eggs, 34 pere 
cent from commercial broilers, and 14 per- 
cent from farm chickens in 1952, Cash 
receipts from sales of chickens and eggs 
in 1953 accounted for $89,000,000, or 82 
percent of the gross income. The remain- 
der represented the value of products con- 
sumed on farms where produced. Produc- 
tion of chickens (including commercial 
broilers) on North Carolina farms in 1953 
amounted to 65,000,000 birds, 10 percent 
above the 59,000,000 produced in 1952, 
A record 51,000,000 commercial broilers 
were produced, 19 percent more than the 
43,000,000 produced in 1952, Income from 
commercial broilers reached a record high 
of $39,000,000 -- 15 percent more than in 
1952, 


N. C. COMMERCIAL’ BROILER 
PRODUCTION AND GROSS 


INCOME 


PRODUCED PRICE GROSS 


PER IN- 


THOUSANDS J PHOUS. 


Dol. 


64,512 “ 7 D4 
THehy TACs: ° PASM SUES) 
91,297 : 25,472 
121,425 . 34,485 
147, 140 : 38 ,698 


1/ Includes consumption in households. 
of producers. 


N. C. FARM PRODUCTION, 
SALES AND CASH RECEIPTS 
FROM EGGS 


YEAR EGGS EGGS PRee CASH 
RRODUICEDISOEDS | PER DO Zo RECEIPTS 


MILLION 1/ Cents LHOUSAND 


DOLLARS 


908 : 36,774 
944 2 31,467 
D257, * 40,943 
ooo : 38,5971 
1,036 : 44,721 


1/ Rounded to nearest whole million. 


NORTH CAROLINA FARM PRODUCTION, 
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Change in inventory numbers during the years 
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Broiler producers have not reduced out- 
put materially despite the slump in prices 
in recent months. Chick placements in 
several areas continued near record levels 
into March, indicating broiler slaughter 
will continue high in April and May. 


POULTRY CONSUMPTIGE 
HAS INCREASEP 


Consumption of poultry meat has ine 
creased steadily in recent years eas pro 
duction of commercial broilers and turkeys 
has expanded. In 1953 about 29 pounds 
of chicken and 5.3 pounds of turkey were 
being consumed per person, which together 
equal about half the 62 pounds of pork or 
the 73 pounds or more of beef. Though 
the 1953 consumption of red meats will be 
short of 3 previous years, nearerecord 
consumption of poultry will boost the 
total of red meat and poultry to a new high. 

In 1954 consumption of red meats is 
not likely to increase and may be smaller 
than in 1953, while consumption of poul- 
try meat may not make much change, 


BROILER CHICK PLACEMENTS 
CONTINUE TO RISE 


During March of this year, ‘hatcheries 
and dealers serving the Central and West- 
ern commercial broiler areas of N. C. 
placed 5,474,000 baby chicks with broiler 
producers, the highest of record for the 
month, This compares with 4,424,000 
placed during the month of February -- 
an increase of 24 percent, and is 14 pers 
cent above total placements for March a 
year ago, 

Hatcheries serving 


broiler areas of the State set 9,337,000 
eggs during March, or 32 percent more than 
the 7,049,000 set during February. This 
compares with 8,086,000 eggs set during 
March of 1953. 

North Carolina broiler producers re- 
ceived an average price of 23°24 cents per 
pound for broilers marketed at Central 
Markets during March. This was about 3 
to 4 cents below the average price re- 
ceived during March of last year. 
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POULTRY MEAT AND RED MEAT 
CONSUMPTION PER PERSON 
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BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 


MARCH WEATHER SUMMARY 


The weather was relatively cool and 
wet in North Carolina during the month of 
March, 1954. Temperatures ranged from 
near normal along the outer banks to a 
little more than a degree below seasonable 
in most sections; precipitation averaged 
‘near or above normal at most locations. 
It was just about as windy as a March is 
Supposed to be. There were many windy 
days but in general the highest winds 
appropriately enough occurred on the first 
day of the month; gusts up to 40°45 mph 
were reported in many localities. High 
winds were especially damaging at scat- 
tered spots in the eastern counties, up- 
rooting trees, blowing down farm outbuild- 
ings and telephone and power lines. 

Snow fell on some mountain locations 
on the 3d; this snow was not as heavy or 
as extensive as the snow of February 28th 
- March ist, most of which fell in time to 
‘be counted in the February weather ree 
cords, Over the State measurable rain 
fell about 12 days during the month, Pree 
cipitation totals for the month were from 
1 to 3 inches above normal at many places, 
chiefly in the western twoethirds of the 
State, while totals were just about season- 
able in the greater part of the coastal 
plain. There were several moderate to 
heavy rains during the month. One of the 
rainiest periods was on the 13th and 14th 
when some locations had from 2 to 3 inche 
es of rain in a 24*hour period. Most lo» 


calities had about 4 days with reported 
thunderstorms, almost twice the longetime 
average for the month. 

There were quite a few mild or warm 
days in March, but for every such day 
with temperatures above seasonable there 
were from 1 to 2 days with readings 
on the cool or cold side. As a result, 
daily highest and lowest temperatures 
averaged a little over 1 degree cooler 
than those of an average March. The 
lowest temperatures were recorded on the 
4th through the 7th, 15th-17th and on the 
22d, when early morning temperatures were 
generally in the 20’s and low 30’s. The 
warmest day was the 30th when afternoon 
readings were in the 80’s. 


Firm demand is the outlook for tobacco 
in the year ahead. Exports of unmanufac- 
tured tobacco are expected to be favor- 
able this year compared with most prewar 
years, though down a little from 1953. 
About as much as Jast year is expected 
to be used domestically...for cigarettes, 
cigars, smoking tobacco, and snuff. 


NORTH CAROLINA - INCHES OF RAINFALL, MARCH 1954 


B{ 
RAINFALL DATA FURNISHED 
By DEPT. OF COMMERCE 
WEATHER BUREAU, 


RALE | GH Meterologist 


Charles B. Carney 
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APRIL 1 TRUCK CROP REPORT 


CABBAGE = EAST: North Carolina 
cabbage growers indicate they planted 
2,200 acres for late spring harvest »= the 
same as last year’s acreage. Reports in- 
dicate that the condition of the crop is 
good and most fields have good stands. 
In general the crop is 10 days to two weeks 
late due to cold weather, with early cute 
tings expected about May 1, reaching vol- 
ume in mid-May, 

For the Nation, the late spring cabbage 
acreage is still estimated at 10,750 acres, 
4 percent above last year but 4 percent 
below average, 

The April 1 forecast of 124,500 tons of 
early spring cabbage in the U. S. is 14 per= 
cent below the crop produced last year but 
is about equal to average production, 

STRAWBERRIES: Warm weather dure 
ing the last of March resulted in consid- 
erable improvement in the condition of 
strawberries in North Carolina. The cold 
weather this winter has held the plants in 
check and prevented excessive blooming. 
Hence, good quality is expected. The crop 
should start to move about April 15 and 
reach peak season during the first week of 
May. Based on current conditions, an ave 
erage yield of 95 crates is estimated for 
this year compared to 90 crates last year. 
Such a yield would set production at 152,- 
000-crates, slightly less than the 153,000- 
crate production in the 1953 season, 

U. S. production of early spring straw- 
berries is now forecast at 1,047,000 crates, 
26 percent larger than 1953 and 49 percent 
above average. 

LETTUCE: As of April 1, :the North 
Carolina lettuce crop looked good, but 
there was wide range in growth progress. 
Some early fields will be ready for harvest 
around April 20. The current forecast sets 
this year’s production at 200,000 crates. 
Last year 180,000 crates were harvested. 

For the U. S,, an early spring crop of 
7,203,000 crates is now forecast for 1954 
which is § percent less than last year but 
about equal to average. 

BEETS: North Carolina’s beet crop, 
estimated at 200 acres,: generally is in 
only fair condition. As the result of cold 
weather and frost, a large proportion of 
the acreage has been planted three times 
and prospects are still only fair, Harvest 
is expected to begin about May 1. 


N. C. POTATO ACREAGE 
BELOW LAST YEAR 


Planting of North Carolina’s commere- 
cial potato crop has beén completed, but 
few plants had surfaced by April 1 due to 
retarding cold weather. With favorable 
weather harvest should begin the last of 
May, reachiug volume about June 5, Late 
spring acreage for the State is now esti- 
mated at 15,000 acres, 23 percent below 
last year’s 19,500 acres. 

Total U.‘S. ‘acreage for late spring hare 
vest is estimated at 116,700 acres == 29 
percent below last year’s acreage of 165,«= 
400 acres and 29 percent less than the 
10-year average, The California late 
spring acreage == at 56,000 acres == is 33 
percent smaller than in 1953. 

Total early commercial potato acreage 
in 1954, including prospective summerecrop 
acreage (based on intentions reported eare 
lier) is indicated to be 207,000 acres == 25 
percent less than the 277,000 acres har- 
vested last season, 


RECORD EGG PRODUCTION 
IN MARCH 


Farm production of eggs in North Caro- 
lina during March of 1954, amounted to 156 
million eggs, the highest of record for the 
month, This amount compares with 145 
million produced during March 1953 and 
reflects a normal seasonal increase of 26 
percent above the 124 million eggs pro- 
duced during February of 1954. The rate 
of egg production in March was 18.2 eggs 
per layer as compared to 17.1 in March 


1953. 
The average number of layers on N, C. 


farms during March was estimated at 8,- 
606,000. This number compares with 8,= 
463,000 during March of 1953, and reflects 
a normal seasonal trend of 2 percent be- 
low the 8,773,000 estimated for February 
of 1954. 

U, S. farm flocks laid 6.6 billion eggs 
in March - 5 percent more than in March 
last year and 3 percent more than the 1943- 
52 average. Egg production was above 
that of last year in all parts of the country 
and reached record high levels in the North 
Atlantic, South Atlantic and Western States 


LARGE VCLUME CF 1953 FEED GRAINS 
PLACED UNDER PRICE SUPPORT 


The quantity of feed grains placed un- 
der loan and purchase agreement from the 
1953 crops probably will total considerably 
larger than the 12.5 million tons of 1952- 
53, and may approach the record of 18 mil- 
lion tons in 1948*49. Through February 
15, 11.4 million tons of feed grains had 
been placed under price support compared 
with 7.1 million in 1952°53. 

Loans and purchase agreements were 
available on 1953 oats, barley, and Sor- 
ghum grains through January 31. A record 
quantity of oats, about 60 million.bushels, 
was placed under price support, while the 
43 million bushels of barley was second 
only to the record of 49 million bushels in 
1948-49. While the quantity of 1953 sor- 
ghum grain placed under price support 
was much larger than in the two preceding 
years, it fell considerably below the large 
quantities from the 1949 and 1950 crops, 
when production was much larger than in 
1953. The 46 million bushels of sorghum 
grain placed under price support was 
equivalent to 42 percent of the 1953 crop. 

Farmers have until May 31 to place 
their 1953 corn uncer price support. Through 
February 15 farmers had placed 292 mil- 
lion bushels of corn under loan and pure 
chase agreement, a record quantity for the 
period. In 1948°49, when a record of 551 
million bushels was placed under price 
support, only 211 million had been placed 
in the program through February. In addi- 
tion to the 292 million bushels of 1953 
.corn placed under price support, about 525 
million bushels of old corn were owned by 
Ccc, under loan, ofr in process of delivery 
to CCC. This would mean that a total of 
over 800 million bushels of corn was under 
loan, purchase agreement, or owned by 
CCC about the middle February. 

The quantity of corn in the price sup- 
port program will increase further during 
March, April, and May, as farmers are exe 
pected to place more corn under price supe 
port than CCC sells from its stocks. As 
the marketing season progresses and total 
corn stocks are reduced, an increasing 
percentage of the corn on hand will be 
held under the price support program. 
This is expected to result in a tight supe 
ply of ‘‘free’’ corn toward the close of the 
marketing season. 


MARCH MILK PRODUCTION HIGHEST OF 
RECORC IN WN. C. AND NATION 


Milk production on North Carolina farms 
during March of 1954 amounted to 144 mil- 
lion pounds. This amount sets another Tee 
cord for the month of March. Production 
during March of 1953 was placed at 130 
million pounds and at 122 million during 
March of 1952. Average monthly produce 
tion per cow in North Carolina herds was 
estimated at 368 pounds or 8 percent above 
the average production rate of 342 pounds 
during March 1953. 

Reflecting a normal seasonal increase 
e- and based upon a longer month «= the 
March rate of flow is 15 percent above the 
average production of 321 pounds during 
February of 1954. 

The average number of cows on N, C. 
farms during March was placed at 392,000. 
This compares with 379,000 on farms dure 
ing the same month a year ago, and is the 
highest number recorded since 1929, 

Crop reporters fed an average of 6,2 
pounds of grain, mill feeds and concene 
trates per cow as of April 1. This was 
the highest feeding rate ever reported and 
compares with 5.5 pounds for April 1, 1953. 
April 1 condition of pastures was reported 
at 81 percent of normal compared with 88 
percent a year earlier, 

Total March output for the Nation, esti- 
mated at 10.7 billion pounds, was 5 percent 
above last year’s previous alletime high 
for the month, and 12 percent above the 
1943*52 average. 


SMALLER WHEAT CROP 


Reports from North Carolina wheat 
producers on April 1 indicate a 1954 crop 
of 5,652,000 bushels, 31 percent below the 
8,200,000 bushel crop harvested in 1953 
and 18 percent short of the 10eyear avere 
age production of 6,915,000 bushels. 

The principal factor responsible for 
this sharp reduction, is the much smaller 
acreage allowed under the allotment pro 
gram for the 1954 crop. Yield prospects 
also are less promising than those reale 
ized last year because of the very unfave 
orable planting season last Fall. 

The 1954 Winter Wheat crop for the 
Nation is forecast at 678 million bushels 
ee 23 percent smaller than the 1953 crop 
of 8772 million bushels and 19 percent 
below average. 


FARM WAGES (Continued) 


day wages with house down slightly (see 
table below). 

The average rate per day with house 
at $4.15 was 10 cents below the April 1, 
1953 average. The rate per day without 
board or room at $5.00 was unchanged from 
the previous year, 

The average hourly rates with house 
and without house at 50 and 60 cents rese- 
pectively, were also unchanged from a 
year earlier. 


FARM WAGE RATES, N. C. 
AND SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES 


AREA AND APRIL 17 {APRIL 1 
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Cotton prices have risen above loan 
levels and some cotton has been redeemed 
from loan. CCC stocks (owned in produc- 
ers' pools and pledged as collateral 
against loans) declined from the peak of 
8.4 million bales on February 12 to 8.3 


million on March 12. 


CONDITION OF RYE BELOW AVERAGE 


Rye producers report an April 1 aver- 
age condition of 86 percent for the North 
Carolina ‘crop. This is 6 points below 
April 1 condition last year and 1 point 
below the 10*year average condition on 
this date. The dry Fall of 1953 caused 
the crop to get off to a slower start than 
usual and the crop did not make normal 
winter growth. 


N. C. FARM STOCKS CORN LOW 


Small Grains High 


April 1 stocks of corn on farms in North 
Carolina at 19,780,000 bushels were slight- 
ly above those a year ago but considerably 
less than the 10*year average. Short corn 
crops during the 1952 and 1953 seasons 
account primarily for the low stocks at 
present and on the first of April in 1953. 
Current total small grain stocks on farms 
are far above those of April 1, 1953 and 
the 10-year average for the date, reflecting 
the relatively heavy production realized 
last year, Farm stocks of soybeans in the 
State on April 1 were lower than a year 
ago and, also below average. 

For the Nation, farm stocks of feed 
grains (corn, oats,: and barley) on April 1 
were 2percent larger than a year earlier, 
and about 11 percent above average. About 
298 million bushels of wheat remained on 
farms April 1, a tenth more than a year 
earlier and a third more than average, 
Rye stocks of 5.4 million bushels are 
larger than in any of the last 8 years and 
more than double the small farm stocks a 
year ago. Farm stocks of 36.6 million 
bushels of soybeans are smallest for April 
1 since 1948, reflecting the small 1953 
crop and recent good prices, 


GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS APRIL 1 


AVERAGE 1953 
1943-52 


CORN 19,780 
WHEAT Leslie 
OATS Seb Oo 
BARLEY 297 
RYE 
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PEACH PROSPECTS BELOW 
AVERAGE 


As of April 1, 1954 no serious or wide- 
spread frost damage had occurred to the 
State’s peach crop. Orchardists reported 
a condition of 73 percent of normal state- 
wide, while condition in the commercial 
sandhills area was reported at 76 percent 
of normal. The 1954 set of fruit is somes 
what lighter than for the past two years 
but is generally adequate for a satisfactory 
crop. 

For the 10 southern states evaluated 
at this time, the April 1 condition was 
reported at 61 percent of a full crop, 19 
points below the April 1, 1953 condition 
and 8 points below the April 1 average. 
Frost damage has occurred in some impor- 
tant producing areas of the 10 states. 
March freezes damaged the crop in Flo-= 
rida, coastal regions of Mississippi, Are 
kansas, 
Some of these states have the poorest 


Louisiana, Texas and Oklahoma, 
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PEACHES CONDITION 
On April 1 
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